
Integrated Pest Management helps schools stay clean and pest free  

A s  s c h o o l  b e l l s  ac r o s s  t h e  s t at e  
r i n g  i n  t h e  n e w  s c h o o l  y e ar ,  m o s t  
s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  s e t  t h e i r  s i g h t s  
o n  t h e  t h r e e  R s :  R e ad i n g ,  W r i t i n g  
an d  ‘ R i t h m at i c .  
 
T h e  L o u i s i an a D e p ar t m e n t  o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e  an d  F o r e s t r y  P e s t i c i d e  
D i v i s i o n  w an t s  s c h o o l  
ad m i n i s t r at i o n s  t o  al s o  t h i n k  
ab o u t  R o ac h e s ,  R at s  an d  R o u n d -
u p .  
 
“ P e s t s  i n  s c h o o l s  ar e  n o t  
s o m e t h i n g  p ar e n t s  w an t  t o  t h i n k  
ab o u t  w h e n  t h e y  s e n d  t h e i r  k i d s  
t o  s c h o o l , ”  A g r i c u l t u r e  an d  
F o r e s t r y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  M i k e  
S t r ai n  s ai d .  “ T h e y  s t ar t  t h i n k i n g  
ab o u t  i t  h ar d  i f  p e s t s  b e c o m e  
a p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  c l as s r o o m . ”   
 
R o ac h  i n f e s t at i o n s  an d  r o d e n t  
p r o b l e m s  c an  b e  h az ar d o u s  t o  
s t u d e n t s ’  h e al t h ,  an d  w h e n  n o t  
u s e d  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  m an n e r ,  s o  
c an  t h e  c u r e .  
“ P e s t i c i d e s  n e e d  t o  b e  h an d l e d  b y  p r o p e r l y  l i c e n s e d  an d  t r ai n e d  p e r s o n n e l ,  o r  t h e y  
c an  b e  e x t r e m e l y  h ar m f u l  f o r  t h e  k i d s ,  t e ac h e r s  an d  ad m i n i s t r at o r s  as  t h e  p e s t s , ”  
S t r ai n  s ai d .  “ T h e  L D A F  i s  p l e d g e d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  s t at e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  t o  e n s u r e  o u r  
L o u i s i an a s t u d e n t s  ar e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  u n n e c e s s ar y  an d  p o t e n t i al l y  h ar m f u l  e x p o s u r e  
t o  p e s t i c i d e s  i n  t h e  c l as s r o o m ,  t h e  c af e t e r i a an d  t h e  p l ay g r o u n d . ”  
 
S t r ai n  s ai d  L o u i s i an a P e s t i c i d e  L aw  p r o t e c t s  c h i l d r e n  an d  s c h o o l  s t af f  m e m b e r s  an d  
e n c o u r ag e s  s c h o o l s  t o  u s e  I n t e g r at e d  P e s t  M an ag e m e n t  ( I P M )  p r ac t i c e s .  L D A F  i s  t h e  
c h i e f  e n f o r c e m e n t  ag e n c y  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  m ak i n g  s u r e  p e s t i c i d e s  ar e  u s e d  p r o p e r l y  
i n  s c h o o l s .  



Strain sing l e d  o u t th e  L af ay e tte  P arish  p u b l ic  
sc h o o l  sy ste m  as an e x am p l e  o f  su c c e ss w h e n it 
c o m e s to  k e e p ing  c raw l ing  c ritte rs o u t o f  th e  
c l assro o m .  
 
B u t it to o k  a l o t o f  w o rk  to  b e  th e  b e st,  said  
L af ay e tte  P arish  Sc h o o l  B o ard  P e stic id e  M anag e r 
C h arl ie  G u il b e au .  
 
“ I  w ante d  to  q u it th e  f irst d ay  I  to o k  th e  j o b , ”  
G u il b e au  said .  “ W e  h ad  G e rm an ro ac h e s in th e  
sc h o o l  k itc h e ns.  T h e y  h ad  trie d  sp ray s and  f o g s.  I t 
w as p as b o n ( no  g o o d ) . ”  
 
G u il b e au  to o k  th e  I P M  strate g ie s,  w h ic h  c al l s f o r 
th e  m inim al  ap p l ic atio n o f  p e stic id e s b y  u sing  p e st 
m anag e m e nt m e th o d s,  to  h e art.  

 “ F o r o u r k itc h e ns w e  b e g an u sing  ro ac h  trap s, ”  G u il b e au  said .  “ F o r o u r te ac h e r 
l o u ng e s and  o f f ic e s,  w e  u se  b aiting  m e th o d s.  W e  c an d o  th at d u ring  th e  d ay  b e c au se  
it’ s no t a sp ray  and  it d o e sn’ t sm e l l .  W e  d o n’ t u se  any th ing  th at sm e l l s. ”  
 
R ic k  P o u l an,  L af ay e tte  M id d l e  Sc h o o l  P rinc ip al ,  w as v e ry  p l e ase d  w ith  G u il b e au  and  
th e  sc h o o l  b o ard ’ s p e st m anag e m e nt p l an.  
 
“ I t’ s w o rk ing  g o o d , ”  P o u l an said .  “ R e al  g o o d . ”   
 
M arty  P o u sso n,  L D A F  p e stic id e s p ro g ram  c o o rd inato r,  said  o th e r I P M  strate g ie s are :  
e l im inating  p e st h ab itats ne ar sc h o o l s b y  k e e p ing  v e g e tatio n,  sh ru b s and  m u l c h  at 
l e ast o ne  f o o t aw ay  f ro m  stru c tu re s;  p re v e nting  p e st e ntry  into  b u il d ing s b y  instal l ing  
o r re p airing  sc re e ns and  c au l k ing  and  se al ing  o p e ning s in w al l s;  e l im inating  m o l d  and  
f u ng i g ro w th  b y  k e e p ing  b ath ro o m s as d ry  as p o ssib l e ;  and  p rac tic ing  sanitatio n b y  
re g u l arl y  e m p ty ing  trash c ans and  p ro p e rl y  c l e aning  af te r e ating .  
 
“ T h e  l aw  al so  re q u ire s sc h o o l s to  p re p are  an I P M  p l an annu al l y  th at d e tail s h o w  th e  
sc h o o l  w il l  p re v e nt and  c o ntro l  p e st p ro b l e m s, ”  P o u sso n said .  “ T h e  p l an m u st b e  o n 
f il e  in th e  sc h o o l  o f f ic e  and  av ail ab l e  f o r p are nts and  th e  g e ne ral  p u b l ic  to  re v ie w . ”   
 
W h e n ne e d e d ,  T im  R o b in,  L D A F  A g  E nv iro nm e ntal  Sp e c ial ist Su p e rv iso r v isits th e  
L af ay e tte  P arish  sc h o o l s.  
 
“ T h e  L af ay e tte  sc h o o l  p l an w o rk s re al l y  w e l l , ”  R o b in said .  “ E v e ry b o d y ,  f ro m  th e  
su p e rinte nd e nt,  to  th e  p rinc ip al s,  to  th e  te ac h e rs,  k no w s w h at to  d o .  T h e y  h av e  an 
o u tstand ing  p l an and  p ro c e d u re . ”  
 
R o ac h e s and  m ic e  c an b e  p ro b l e m s in sc h o o l s b u t G u il b e au  said  h e  h as h ad  tro u b l e  
w ith  f l e as,  sp id e rs,  snak e s,  sq u irre l s,  o p o ssu m s,  arm ad il l o s,  nu tria,  b ats,  sp arro w s 
and  starl ing s.  
 
“ W e  h av e n’ t h ad  any  p ro b l e m s w ith  al l ig ato rs, ”  G u il b e au  said  w ith  a d ram atic  p au se .  
“ Y e t. ”  
 
T h e  I P M  p l ans,  w h ic h  b e c am e  p art o f  th e  p e stic id e  l aw  in 1 9 9 5 ,  are  to  b e  su b m itte d  



to the department by Aug. 1 each year along with a record of pesticide applications 
from the prev ious school year.  
 
I P M s must include:  the brand name and E P A number of the pesticides proposed for 
use;  type of pesticide;  pest to be controlled and the type and location of each 
application;  other methods of pest control;  and the name and certification number of 
the certified commercial applicator. 
 
T he pesticide law,  which applies to all public and priv ate elementary and secondary 
schools in the state,  says anyone applying pesticides in,  on,  or around school 
structures and grounds must be a certified commercial applicator or under the 
superv ision of a certified commercial applicator.  
 
Guilbeau said sometimes school principals don’ t trust the process. 
 
“ W e had a school with a flea infestation. T he principal said ov er the intercom that we 
hav e a flea problem. W e’ ll hav e to call in the professionals, ”  Guilbeau said. “ S he 
didn’ t k now I ’ m a professional. I  am a certified applicator and we go in ev ery school 
and k itchen ev ery month to do an inspection.”  
 
S chools can either contract with a pest control company or use a school employee 
who is appropriately certified to mak e pesticide applications. S chool systems with 
less than 10  schools must employ one certified commercial applicator while school 
systems with 10  or more schools must employ at least two certified commercial 
applicators. 
“ T rained and tested certified commercial applicators lik e C harlie Guilbeau k now how 
to safely apply pesticides. I t’ s a safety layer of protection for students and 
faculty, ”  S train said. 
 
S train noted that pesticide applications can only be made when students are not 
ex pected to be on school grounds for at least eight hours after the application. 
P arents of students who are hypersensitiv e to pesticides should submit a written 
statement to the school.  
 
F or more information,  contact the D epartment of Agriculture and F orestry’ s O ffice of 
Agricultural and E nv ironmental S ciences at 2 2 5 -9 2 5 -3 7 6 3 . 

  



 


